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A Message from the Press Team: 
 

Hello everyone! I trust by now you are well into the swing of ShrewsMun2, and that you are 

enjoying the debates, some of which I have had the pleasure to witness.  

 

This publication has been created by myself, Sam Bayliss, and my trusty assistant, Tom 

Hughes. Sadly for us, and for you, the third member of our Press Team, Steph Christenson, 

could not be with us this weekend, because she needs to do her History coursework. I will 

share with you an extract from her email resigning her services:  

 

‘‘It has genuinely been a hard decision as I truly love MUN’’ 
 

And yes, you are not the only one currently questioning ‘‘true love’’. 

 

Anyway, we hope you enjoy what Tom and I have put together. 
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Keynote Speaker 
 

Chad opened the ceremony with a passionate outcry to you all. He asked that you create 

‘joyful memories’, say something ‘controversial’, and always keep in mind the two most 

important principles of the UN – dialogue, and trust. These two principles, he sustained, 

come hand in hand; one without the other is no good. Our Deputy Secretary-General asked 

that you put these two principles into action; I hope by now you all have. 

 

Mr Peach, our Conference Director, spoke highly of ‘the man in the middle’, Secretary-

General Oliver Bureau. You can read our interview with Oliver on page 13.  

 

Lord Carlile of Berriew gave us an engaging, entertaining and insightful peak into his career, 

world-views, and the importance of the UN. The former MP for Montgomeryshire managed 

to veer away from describing abuse in the Church of England, preferring instead to talk of his 

time as a ‘young, pretentious left wing radical’. He spoke of an influential book, Sacred 

Drama, by Connor Cruise O’Brien (available on Amazon for 51p), and how it persuaded him 

away from the idealistic view of the UN as a world government.  

 

Indeed, his preaching tied in nicely with what Chad had to say; it was not important that after 

25 years a world-wide definition of ‘terrorism’ had not been established. What mattered was 

that people were talking, that Iran and the US were engaging in dialogue and exchanging 

trust.  

 

The success of the UN, he declared, depends on ‘the energies of young people’, just like you. 

The political world needs to accelerate; perhaps we are the people to achieve this. Standards 

are more important than systems, although systems cannot be completely neglected. 

Afghanistan cannot conceivably move forward under the doctrine of Western democracy, 

even if their human rights record is deplorable. 

 

Lord Carlile provided the spring-board from which ShrewsMun2 leapt off. Speaking to Mill 

Luangamornlert, he said he felt ‘honoured’ to be able to hand over the bottle of Châteauneuf-

du-Pape to our esteemed guest.  
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Security Council  

 
Chair of the Security Council Tamara spoke to The Salopian Weekender, giving us an expert review 

of Saturday’s debate, controversy and gossip. 
 

Salopian Weekender: What did you think of Lord Carlile's ideas that the UK and France 

should not be permanent members of the Security Council? 

 
Tamara: We disagreed with Lord Carlile, instead believing that the UK and France provide stability 

and consider other countries perspectives, which is why they should continue to be permanent 

members. We believe other nations may not do this. 
 

Salopian Weekender: What was decided over the conflict in South Sudan? 

 
Tamara: We struggled to come to an agreement over anything… I guess the important thing was that 

we were engaging in dialogue and trusting each other, for the most part.  

 

Salopian Weekender: Was anything vetoed over the day? 

 

Tamara: We had a few vetoes, which of course created a certain amount of dissatisfaction amongst 

members of the Council. I wouldn’t however describe any of them as controversial. 
 

Salopian Weekender: Most controversial moment? 

 

Tamara: Now that would have to go to the delegate of China, for their near eviction by Nina and I. 
Sadly, Deputy Secretary-General Chad had to step in and override our eviction, so it didn’t happen –  

thoroughly disappointing, really.  

 

Salopian Weekender: Any other gossip? 

 

Tamara: The USA and UK delegates took the term ‘Special Relationship’ to new levels. They were by 

far the cutest couple and performed multiple duets. I’m really optimistic for their futures. ■ 
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Economic Social 
 
Henry gives us some information on the day’s events in the ECOSOC Committee. 

 

Salopian Weekender: What was decided over Universal Basic Income (UBI)? 

 

Henry: A resolution comprising clauses by the Rep. of Korea and China was passed. UN member 
states were urged to eliminate tax loopholes to finance a “partial UBI”. Furthermore, the nationwide 

release of documentation in UN member states to aid in their research or in verdict to implement 

basic income was suggested in the resolution. 

 

Salopian Weekender: Who was most passionate about their view? What were their views? 

 

Henry: China kept going on about voting rights, to the extent to which they would not shut up and it 
got rather dull. We found it slightly ironic given their tragic past… 

 

Salopian Weekender: Describe for us the biggest moment of conflict between nations? 

 
Henry: Japan and India were heard calling each other ‘disgraces’. This was extremely disappointing 

following the words of Chad and Lord Carlile, who stressed the importance of trust and dialogue. 

 

Salopian Weekender: What was the most controversial moment? 

 

Henry: Well the delegate of China was so persistent about their voting rights that they were asked to 
be exiled from the UN. Luckily for them this was blockaded and prevented by the nice Chair (me!). 

 

Salopian Weekender: Any other gossip? 

 
Henry: We decided as a committee that the USA delegate was an accurate representation of Mr 

Donald Trump. Perhaps controversially, the USA delegate was then getting quite close to the Chinese 

delegate. ■ 
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Political 
 
The Salopian Weekender spoke to Alex, Chair of the Political Committee, to catch up on all of the 

events from Saturday. 
 

 

Salopian Weekender: What was decided over the Roma people in the Balkans? 

 

Alex: The initial response was to deport them to Northern India, but ensure to give them access to 

good libel lawyers. We ended up talking about ‘Big Fat Gypsy Weddings’, at which point I knew we’d 

got off topic.  
 

Salopian Weekender: Who had the most controversial views? 

  
Alex: One nation proposed the disbanding of UN Peace-Keepers in Syria. Of course that resolution 

didn’t pass. Also, someone did suggest that the Roma people should be moved to labour camps in 

North Korea.  

 

Salopian Weekender: Any other gossip? 

 

Alex: We made anyone who used a personal pronoun do the ‘Macarena’. Some people didn’t know 
how to do the dance so we had good fun teaching them. Somehow it got out that the delegate of 

France had appeared on an Asda advert. We enjoyed watching it on YouTube, especially seeing the 

look of anticipation on their face when the actor-parent brought out the roast chicken!  ■ 
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Disarmament 
 

Ebrahim, Chair of the Disarmament Committee, to our surprise showed a complete disregard 

for the questions we sent him. Instead of answering questions based on what resolutions were 

passed and on the hottest areas of debate, Ebrahim preferred instead to skip straight to 

question five – that being whether there was ‘Any other gossip’ from the day. To his credit, 

he has given us an in-depth analysis of the day’s gossip in the Disarmament Committee. We 

do however apologise to those of you hoping to catch up on what else happened yesterday… 

But I know you all want gossip, so I guess we’ll feed it to you! We have told Ebrahim that 

under no circumstances do we tolerate fake news, so this is all true. 

 

 

Salopian Weekender: Any other gossip? 

 

Ebrahim: What a fabulous day it was for gossip! I simply could not wait to report this to you! 

Egypt proved one of the most popular – and lovable – delegates on our committee. Not only 

did Brazil seem to have a thing for Egypt, but Charles, one of the Secretaries, hit lots of 

sparks with this particular delegate. They were continually passing notes, exchanging winks 

and finding true love. We were all so happy for them. I wouldn’t want to publically smear 

anyone, but I’m afraid the whole committee kind of agreed that the delegate from Kuwait was 

kind of annoying. Wait… back to Brazil. It actually was revealed that his first kiss was with 

someone that was pretending to be his sister. I can tell you right now that that put Egypt off. 

Also, Sergey, my fellow Chair, was unanimously voted to have a full on buzz cut. I hope he 

fulfils this and complies with the ruling of the UN. We did discuss multiple resolutions, but I 

think this is what people really care about. ■ 
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Environment Science 
 
Will gave us a brief idea of what went on in the Environment Science Committee over the course of 

Saturday. 
 

Salopian Weekender: What was decided over the enforcement of the UN Climate Change 

Conference? 

 

Will: A giant dome (made of solar panels) should be placed over the USA to prevent their greenhouse 

gas emissions reaching the atmosphere. We saw it as a win-win situation: solar energy would be 

created, and US greenhouse gasses would not be emitted! 
 

Salopian Weekender: What was said over the combatting of endangered species? 

 
Will: We thought that perhaps it could be appropriate to bring back the dinosaurs. We also concluded 

that safaris are silly, and that consequently there should be more hunting trips. 

 

Salopian Weekender: Most controversial moment? 
 

Will: Incredibly, there was an alliance between the DPRK and the Republic of Korea (North and 

South). There was frequent reference to the ‘Make America Green Again will Make America Great 
Again’ idea, which basically descended into an Anti-Trump rally.  

 

Salopian Weekender: Any other gossip? 

 

Will: Rumour has it that our USA delegate is Steve Bannon’s 2nd cousin, whilst the Brazil delegate 

can be seen 2 minutes and 40 seconds into Snow Patrol’s ‘Chasing Cars’ music video on YouTube. 

China’s delegate has gone to see Jeremy Corbyn live four times, and also has a signed poster of him. 
Apparently the Kuwait delegate has the world record for the deepest bubble bath…make of that what 

you will. ■ 

ANOTHER LIT MUN SOCIAL? 
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Human Rights 

 
Niamh, as Chair of the Human Rights Committee, gave us an exclusive insight into Saturday’s events. 

 

Salopian Weekender: What was discussed and decided over the issue of gender equality? 

 

Niamh: We discussed whether all men should be eradicated, and that after this whether all female 
delegates should be banded together, to help them push further their clause.  

 

Salopian Weekender: Were there any raging feminists in the house? 

 
Niamh: There wasn’t a raging feminist, however the Syrian delegate was the next best thing, which 

was great to see from a nation in which woman are so supressed.  

 

Salopian Weekender: Was it felt that everyone present had freedom of speech? Because if not 

then there must have been a serious issue... 

 

Niamh: Some delegates chose not to exercise their freedom of speech. Nobody was restricted, apart 
from Sweden and Venezuela, whom we sadly had to evict. 

 

Salopian Weekender: Most controversial moment? 

 

Niamh: That had to be when the delegate of Israel and myself had to sing ‘Breaking Free’ from High 

School Musical (don’t ask how that came about…). We offended everyone, including ourselves.  ■  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
‘‘I have really, really, really, amazing 

genes.’’ 

When Lord Carlile says he has 

five daughters… 
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Special Committee on the Sustainable 

Development Goals 

 
We spoke to Grace, Chair of the Special for Committee for Sustainable Development Goals, to get her 

thoughts on the first day: 

 

Salopian Weekender: What was decided over Goal 14 (the protection of marine life)? 

 

Grace: We didn’t get much done, as we found it difficult to find common views. However we did have 
an idea that we should provide pineapples for the fish to live in, to give them a better standard of life 

and that we should use the system of ‘The Hunger Games’ to find a loser, whose country would then 

become the dumping place for all plastic in the world. An interesting idea, you might agree! 
 

Salopian Weekender: Did anyone show a complete disregard for marine life, in favour of the 

obviously supreme human race? 

 
Grace: Well, everyone was very concerned with the welfare of the fish, but South Africa did have some 

quite disparaging remarks to make about the memory span of the fish... 

 

Salopian Weekender: Who spoke most passionately over the course of the day? 

 

Grace: Kuwait was a passionate and articulate speaker, even at one point declaring assuredly that 
"We are all going to die one day, humans and fish included". She always had an opinion on the issues 

and got stuck in from the start. However, there were some rumours flying around about Kuwait and 

the USA and the repeated joint clauses... 

 

Salopian Weekender: Most controversial moment of the day? 

 

Grace: Mark, one of my fellow Chairs of the Committee, has been engaged in a polarising debate with 
China over whose scarf is the best. We'll have to wait and see what the committee says in the Joke 

Awards! 

 

Salopian Weekender: Any other gossip? 

 

Grace: We'd just like to commend the delegate of the USA on his eyebrow game - the entire committee 

found it thoroughly entertaining. ■ 
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The Weekend’s Gossip 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Delegate H**** is hoping to 

continue his 100% conference 
conversion rate. He has successfully 

secured an awkward chirpse/ slow 

dance at every conference he has 

blessed with his presence. 

 

USA and Mexico have formed an 

unlikely friendship in the 
Environment Science Committee, 

having lunch and sharing jokes 

together.  

 

The Head and Guest Chair of 
ECOSOC seem very cosy - is love 

on the horizon?? 

 

At Saturday morning’s opening 

ceremony, one of Cheadle Hume’s 
advisors (we think) approached the 

Press Team. He wished to point out 

that the Union Flag on the stage was 
upside down. 

‘‘You’ve got the Union Flag upside 

down’’  

‘‘Um, ok’’, we replied. 
‘‘The thin white should be in the 

bottom right hand corner. It’s a sign 

of distress for it not to be there.’’ 
‘‘Thanks for your complaint’’, we 

said, i.e. we couldn’t care less. 

We didn’t change anything. 

 

China Security Council would like to 

announce that if anyone can beat him 
in an arm wrestle he will give them 

either £10 or an invitation to a 

lengthy slow dance at the social 
(subject to availability). 

The source would like to remain 

anonymous I beg <3 

Ta x 

USA in EnviroSci is receiving 

plentiful love letters. 

China Security Council receiving 

mysterious love notes – who could 
they be from? 

We at The Salopian Weekender can exclusively reveal the email sent to Secretary General Oliver, 

from King’s Chester School, announcing their withdrawal from ShrewsMun2. The fact that this 

email came on Thursday (two days before the conference…) was judged to be ‘poor form’ in 

itself. Just wait until you read their excuses… 
 

‘Due to various events occurring ie. mocks, auditions and rowing training, our delegations are no 

longer able to attend the conference this weekend. I apologise on behalf of the delegates for 
informing you so late concerning this but this information had only come to light recently.’ 

 

We personally struggle to believe that mock exams were not in the dairy from September… but 
who are we to pass judgement? 
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Interview with MUN first-timers, 

Moreton Hall 

 
We at The Salopian Weekender spoke to Romy, a member of Moreton Hall’s first ever MUN 

team. It’s great to see that ShrewsMun2 has offered the opportunity for new people to get 

involved with MUN. We caught up with Romy, to hear how her first experiences of MUN 

were going, and also to hear her hopes for MUN at Moreton Hall. 

 
Salopian Weekender: How were you and the rest of the Morten team feeling on your 

way on Saturday morning? 

 

Romy: We felt a tad intimidated, but once we got here, we ended up feeling quite confident. 

Once we were welcomed and met a few people, it was absolutely fine! 

 

Salopian Weekender: How did yesterday morning go? 

 

Romy: Really well. I turned up to my committee (ECOSOC), and they all told me that this one 

was the hardest…but having said that I’ve actually been surprised with how well it’s gone. 

 

Salopian Weekender: Did you get involved early? 

 

Romy: Yes – my first clause got five votes, though it wasn’t passed. Standing up, presenting 

to everyone, as well as having to think on my feet, was a great experience. 

 

Salopian Weekender: What did you think about Lord Carlile’s speech? 

 

Romy: He’s actually been to Moreton before, but I still enjoyed hearing what he had to say. I 

was glad he avoided talking about abuse in the Church of England, and I did like it when he 

referred to his former self as a left-wing radical. That was quite relatable!  

 

Salopian Weekender: What can you see yourself repeating to your friends about the 

conference? 

 

Romy: I’ll tell them I’ve had a great time, which I have. We need a bigger MUN team at 

Moreton now, to take this further. I’ll also tell them that MUN is quite sociable, which I 

wasn’t really expecting. ■ 
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Interview with Secretary-General Oliver 

Bureau: 
 
Salopian Weekender: For delegates who weren't here last year, could you give us a brief 

idea of how and why ShrewsMun was launched in 2017? 
 

Oliver: MUN has been run here since 1992 (by Mr Peach) and many people wondered why 

we hadn’t ever hosted an MUN conference. However, Ed Plaut, Sec Gen of the inaugural 

ShrewsMun went one step further and actually set up the conference after persuading the 

school that it was a good idea. 

 

Salopian Weekender: Sum up for us your feelings on the eve of the conference? 

 

Oliver: I was obviously very excited to be able to run my own MUN conference, having been 

to so many in the past. However, I was also a little nervous about how it will run and whether 

all of the preparations will pay off! 

 

Salopian Weekender: What's been the best and worst part of setting this up? 

 

Oliver: The best part has to have been setting up all of the conference venues the day before 

and watching it all become a reality. The worst part? The endless printing, laminating and 

meetings to make that reality happen. 

 

Salopian Weekender: Why do you think MUN is important? What would you say to 

those flirting with getting involved? 
 

Oliver: I won’t lie: MUN isn’t going to change the world. However, it may give you a new 

perspective on an issue or teach you vital diplomatic skills for later life. If you’re flirting with 

the idea of getting involved, I would say that you should approach it with an open mind and 

just try to enjoy it in whatever way you can. 

 

The most astute of us have realised you possess an incredibly big head. Do you feel this 

adds to your authority, but more importantly, your MUN ability? 

 

Oliver: As a scientist, I can’t say for sure whether a large head adds to your MUN ability. 

However, it does have multiple benefits. For example, it means that I can be seen from far 

away and it is a good wind-break/sun shield (depending on the weather) to anyone standing 

around me.■ 
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Farewell ShrewsMun2 
 

So it is farewell from us, but not goodbye. We are already looking forward to seeing you at 

ShrewsMun3 in 2019.  Thank you for making this weekend so successful. Without you – the 

delegates – ShrewsMun would never have come about. So keep engaging in dialogue, keep 

trusting people, and keep MUN-ing.  

 

Can we on a personal note express thanks to those who were interviewed, as well as to those 

who kindly sent in material fuelling our ‘Gossip’ section. 

 

 

 
 

 

Left to Right: Tom Hughes and Samuel Bayliss 
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